The case was one of hemiplegia, and the motor strands had been interrupted three years before death by a softening, the result of embolism, in the region of the corpus striatum. As a result of this interruption of the motor tract there was a degeneration of the motor fibres, or a sclerosis, right down from the seat of the primary disease to nearly the lower end of the spinal cord. It was possible in transverse sections of the crura cerebri, pons varolii, medulla oblongata, and spinal cord, to trace the course of the degeneration, and, by inference, to determine the locality of the motor fibres in these parts. In the spinal cord the degeneration was in the lateral column on the side opposite to the lesion and chiefly in the posterior parts of this column.
In that communication it was observed that this degeneration of the lateral column is usually supposed to be related to two signs which are often prominent in cases of hemiplegia which have persisted for some time; these are rigidity of the muscles, and increased tendon reflex. We are here concerned with the late rigidity of hemiplegia, which gradually develops and only becomes considerable at a period somewhat removed from the original seizure. In its most aggravated form it assumes the characters of permanent contractures and deformity of the parts. The 
